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The Mexican Spiritan Mission Apostolic Group - 2005
by Francis J. Kichak, C.S.p., San Antonio, SL.P.

Mexico, May 1, 2005

Spiritualy and Sacramentaly our people in four missons in the Potosina Huasteca

and onein Tampico and onein Cd. Madero, aswell as our newest mission in Pantepec, .
Puebla, are being well served by our Mexican Internationd Misson Group. Today our
group congsts of 25 priests and religious members - three from the USA-West Prov- .. -
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ince, two from the Irish Province, three from the French Province, onefromthe Cana |
dian Province, three from the Polish Province, one from the Trinidad Province, onefrom
the Province of Nigeria, one from the Province of Angola, two from the Province of
Portugd, four from the Huasteca Potosina.of Mexico, onefrom San LuisPotos, Mexico,
and onefrom El Higo, VeraCruz, Mexico. Presently, there are nineteen active members

working in Mexico.
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Also, there are Sx membersworking outside of Mexico - two in Paraguay, onein Balivia, onein Spain, and

two in Mozambique. At the moment, we have seven Mexican seminarians pursuing their philosophical and
theologica studiesin our Spiritan Seminary in the City of Mexico. Mogt of our priest members are relatively
young, i.e., between the ages of 30-45; two range between 65 and 78!

Besides evangdlization and sacramentd work in 34 years in the Huasteca, the Spiritans have contributed
aso to the building up of the Loca Clergy and our own Congregation in Mexico. Our missons have given one
mestizo and one Huastecan diocesan priest from Tanlgjas, one Huastecan diocesan priest from San Antonio,
three Nahuat diocesan priests from Coxcatlan and one mestizo diocesan deacon from Tancanhuitz de Santos.
In addition, Tanlgas has given one Huastecan Spiritan priest and one Huastecan Spiritan deacon; Coxcatlan
has given one Josephite mestizo priest and one Nahuat Spiritan priest while Tancanhuitz has given one mestizo
Spiritan priest. The Josephite mission of Aquismon has given us one Huastecan Spiritan priest.

WHY | AM RETIRING TO HAITI

A Reflection from Fr. Albert J. McKnight, C.S.Sp

| have many reasons for retir-
ing to Haiti. It is a saga which be-
gan in 1969, but the actud thought
of retiring in Hati wasasudden one
which hit me like athunder bolt. If
someone had told me aweek ear-
lier thet | would beretiring to Haiti,
| would have thought them out of
their mind.
| was on a plane September

28, 2004, returning from a retreat
with the students of the University
of Fondwa. | was experiencing
conflicting emotions. On the one
hand | waselated fromtheretresat |

hed with the students of the Uni-

versity; on the other hand | was
depressed over the ecological di-

saster that caused over 250,000
people to become homeless as a

result of the hurricane in Gonaives
and the lack of international asss-
tance.
| was reading The Presence
that Disturbs, a book by fellow
Spiritan priest Fr. Anthony Gittins.
It had been unfinished by my bed-
side for over two years, and | had
decided to takeit with meto Haiti.
Thisis the passage which struck
(continued)
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Why | am Retiring to Haiti (continued)

me “Where are the indications
that the Holy Spirit, in our time
asinevery age, istrying to make
all things new to renew the face
of the earth? Should we not be
awake and alert to the Spirit's
creative disturbance of the sta-
tusquo? Should wenot ready our-
selves for a New Pentecost,
stand up and be counted, nail our
colors to the mast, and seek to
be led forward by the life-giving
Sirit?

“ Our common Christian tra-
dition assures us that God will
never break the covenant; Jesus
will never leave us orphans, and
the Spirit will not ceaseto be com-
mitted to making all things new.
Thechallengefor all of usChris-
tiansisto remain faithful to God
and seek to discern and respond
to the Spirit’s promptings.”

It became crysd clear to me
that the Holy Spirit was summon-
ing me to Haiti and had been pre-
paring me over the past 36 years
to make this momentous decison.

In 1969 | was about to com-
plete a program, funded for two
years by the Ford Foundation, to
organize cooperdivesin four south-
ern dates. We named the new fi-
nancia indtitution the Southern Co-
operative Development Fund
(SCDF). Charles Prgjean, the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Federation
of Southern Cooperatives, re-
quested that | help organize afinan-
cid inditution for the cooperatives.

Some of the cooperatives had
devel oped to the stage where they
needed loans but were unable to
obtain them from conventional
sources. For example, Southern
Consumers Cooperative, the first

low income cooperativein modern
times, needed a $5,000 operating
loan for its fruitcake business. De-
Spite the fact that the organization
had property valued at $30,000
with no encumbrancesto collaterize
the $5,000 operating loan, the
banks would not makeit.

The Office of Economic Op-
portunity, afederd agency, gavethe
Federation a grant of $500,000 to
get the corporation started, but
none of their funds could be used
for gaffing. The Campaign for Hu-
man Development, an operation of
the Catholic Church, gave SCDF
agrant of $50,000 ayear for three
years. | became President of the
group, and the firgt staff person |
recruited was Martid Mirabeau, a
Haitian financid andyst who had
recently cometo the USA and was
willing to tekethejob a avery low
day.

He became my right-hand man
for over 20 years. It was hisfinan-
cid expertisswhich enabled SCDF
to become a very strong financia
indtitution for the cooperatives. Be-
cause of Martia, we had a board
meeting in Haiti, avery depressng
place because of its materid pov-
erty. At that time | wastotdly blind
to its spiritual richness, and |
avoided every opportunity of go-
ing there again.

In 1994 another Spiritan, Fr.
Joseph Philippe, invited me, along
with severd internationa practitio-
ners of loan funds to the poor, to
an exploratory mesting in Miami.
Martial and | attended. He later
organized Fonkoze, afinancid or-
ganization for the organized poor in
Haiti. Fr. Philippe requested thet |
serve on the Board of Fonkoze

USA. Reluctantly, | accepted say-
ing that | would serve for only one
year, because | dreaded visiting
Haiti.

It was at the first board meet-
ing in Haiti that | learned that 85%
of Hatianssurvive by sdlling some-
thing. This information radicaly
changed my opinion about Haiti.
Having spent over 25 yearsin co-
operative development | knew that
economic development of a com-
munity does not depend upon how
much financid resources enter the
community, but how many timesthe
financia resources circulate within
it.

The African-American com-
munity has over 800 hillion dollars
income annudly. There are not ten
other countries in the world that
have greater financid income, and
yet they own and control very little
economic resources and cannot
provide jobs for one another, be-
cause what enters the African-
American communitiy doesnot cir-
culate even one time. In the ordi-
nary community, finendad resources
exchange hands sx times before
leaving the community.

Having over 85% of Haitians
survive by sdlling something means
that over 85% of Haitians are en-
trepreneurs. If Fonkozeis success-
ful in accumulating sufficient re-
sourcesto enable its borrowersto
becomesdf sufficient, then Haiti has
the opportunity of becoming a
model of economic development
outside of globalization. This
would bereal systemic change.
| decided to accept re-election to
the board of Fonkoze for three
years.

| amafirm beiever inthechaos

(continued)



Why | am Retiring to Haiti (continued)

theory. The New Universe Story
involving 15 hillionyearsof theevo-

[utionary process teaches that cre-

ativity depends upon destruction.

Every change requiresthe death of
the old. The paschd mysery is a
cosmic redity. Jesus had to diein
order to rise. Nothing new comes
into exisgence until theold dies. The
chaos theory demonstrates, how-

ever, that there arelimitsto the de-

druction which gives hirth to the
new. As long as the gatus quo is
maintained, nothing new iscreated.

| perceive the present chaotic Stu-

ation in Haiti asthe necessary pre-

ludeto aNew Haiti. Haitianswere
thefirst group of davesto gainther

politicd independence. They cd-

ebrated 200 years of their political

independence in 2004; so Haiti,

through the University of Fondwa,

iscompleting itsrevolutionary des-

tiny by igniting a Revolution of

Love.

Severd yearsago | had avery
closefriend who becamethe Pres-
dent of Jackson State Univerdity in
Jackson, Missssippi. A group of
us went to Jackson State severa
days a month for a year meeting
with students and faculty. After a
year we were unsuccesstul in hav-
ing even one individud committed
to undertaking the inner spiritua
journey with a group.

At the Juneretrest with the su-
dents of the University of Fondwa
in Haiti, however, many students
committed themsalvesto underteke
the spiritua practice. At the Sep-
tember retreet there, many students
had kept their words and were ac-
tudly doing the two smple prac-
tices of: 1) saying every day “I
know me. | accept me. | loveme.

| forgive me. God lives within
me”, and 2) spending fifteen
mnutesaday in silencewith eyes
closed doing nothing. | was
elated.

| have preached to church con-
gregations of several hundred
people urging them to undertake
these two smple practices. When
| returnamonth or so later and ask
for a show of hands of how many
have actudly undertaken the prac-
tice, | am blessed if one hand is
raised.

The Universty of Fondwawas
established by Fr. Joseph Philippe
to serve the rurd needs of Haiti
wheremogt Hatianslive, and it has
three disciplines;, namdy, manage-
ment, horticulture and veterinary
medicine. It is a Sx-year curricu-
lum. All the students are recruited
from rurd communities and make
a commitment to return to their
communities after graduation. The
curriculum requires each student to
develop aproject in their commu-
nity during the course of their sud-
ies.

| have dways maintained that
the urban problems of cities will
never beresolved until therurd ar-
€as can provide economic incen-
tivesfor theyoung toremaninther
communities. The problems of
Port-au-Prince, a city built for
100,000 people but now the home
of 2 million people, will never be
resolved until therural areascan be
developed to offer economic op-
portunities to the young.

Another reason | will retireto
Haiti is from the inspiring commit-
ment of two women. Ann Hastings
hasbeen to Fr. Philippewhat Mar-
tid Mirabeauistome Ann, abus-

ness consultant from the USA, vol-

unteered to work for oneyear with
Fonkoze. She has been there many
years now, and has helped to de-

velop Fonkoze into a very strong,

people-oriented  institution.

Fonkoze Financial Services, a
pinoff from Fonkoze, is a multi-

million dollar micro-lending indtitu-

tion with more branch offices than
any other financid organization in
Haiti. It has developed an interna

tiond reputation.

Last November, Fonkoze, un-
der the leadership of Ann Hastings
and Dr. Paul Farmer, the founder
of Zanmi Lasante, an outstanding
hedlth provider, sponsored a Sum-
mit with some of the most success-
ful international micro lenders.
There were representatives from
Bangladesh, Cameroon, Bolivia
and the Dominican Republic. They
cameto the Summit to goply in Haiti
solutionsthat haveworked in Asia,
Africaand Latin America, in help-
ing people to get out of extreme
poverty. The Grameen Bank in
Bangladesh has had world- known
success in helping over 85% of its
borrowers get out of extreme pov-
arty.
How to diminate extreme pov-
erty is known. It has been donein
some parts of the world. The non-
government agencies that partici-
pate in the Haitian Summit hopeto
doitinHaiti. ASAnnHadlingssad
a thewindup of the Summit, “What
wearetryingtodoinHaiti istakea
country of manageable size, one
and a hdf hours from the richest
country ontheface of theearth, and
takedl that we ve learned globdly
and put it into practice in one de-
partment in this country.”

(continued)
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Why | am Retiring to Haiti (continued)

The other ingpiring woman for
me is Renate Schneider, another
volunteer from the United States
who came to work with the Uni-
versity of Fondwa as secretary to
the Presdent of the University. Dur-
ing last year's upriang in Haiti thet
expdled Aristide, most of the top
officidsof the University who were
foreigners |eft the country. Renate
Schneider stayed and saved the
Univergty. Sheisdoing an outstand-
ing job with the students and
present staff.

For severd years| have been
burdened with the consciousness
that | am living in a gae of socid
an by living in the United States of
America, the richest country in the
world, which has so much materia
wedlth and wastes so much irre-
placeable resources; and yet is so
poor spiritudly. The USA has the
resources to feed the whole world,
yet over 40,000 children die each
day because of darvation. Billions
of people cannot eat a full med a
day.
Many peopleinthiscountry are
homeless. Many arewithout proper
medical care. The USA has the
highest infant mortaity rate among
the industriaized countries. During
the ladt forty yearsthe vaues of in-
dividudism - anything for money,
dog-eat-dog competition, and the
arrogance of power - have become
S0 exaggerated that American cul-
ture itself has become dehumaniz-
ing, despirituaizing and psycho-
pathologicd; thet is, mentaly sck.
The United States of America has
caused over 100,000 Iraqgi civilians
to bekilled in the war againgt Iraqg.
These grosdy immord conditions
clearly demondratethetremendous

lack of lovefor one sneighbor. The
United States needs aRevolution
of Love.

Although | was unable to ig-
nite the flames of lovein the United
States, | see Haitians completing
their historical degtiny by giving birth
to the Revolution of L ove.

Just as Haitians were the first
group of davesto win their politi-
cd independence and ass sted other
peoples to win theirs, so Haitians
today are fulfilling their historica
dedtiny by giving birthto theRevo-
[ution of L ove, which will spread
to other peoples.

Haitians, who are extremey
poor materidly but very rich spiri-
tudly, will influencethe peopleinthe
United States, who are very rich
meaterialy but extremely poor spiri-
tudly.

| intend to return to the United
Statesfairly frequently to keep con-
tact with my doctors and be a
bridge spreading the flames of the
L ove Revolution fromHaiti tothe
United States. | will plan spesking
tours every time | vist the United
States.

| have been a novice director
for thelast four yearsin San Anto-
nio, Texas. The Western Province
of the Holy Ghost Fathers do not
have any novitiate candidates for
2005-06, so there will not be a
novitiate in the Western Province
after August 6, 2005. This leaves
me free to retire to Haiti. | thank
the Provincid Council of the West-
ern Provincefor supporting my de-
cisonto retirein Hati.

Diarmuid O’ Murchu'’s prayer
to the Holy Spirit is very meaning-
ful to me. “ Come Holy Spirit,
breathe down upon our troubled

world. Shake the tired founda-
tions of our crumbling institu-
tions. Break the rules that keep
you out of all our sacred spaces.
And from the dust and rubble,
gather up the seedlings of a new
creation. Come Holy Spirit,
enflame once more the dying
embers of our weariness. Shake
usout of our complacency. Whis-
per our names once more, and
scatter your gifts of grace with
wild abandon. Break open the
prisonsof our inner being and let
your raging justice be our sign
of liberty. Come Holy Spirit, and
lead us to places we would
rather not go; expand the hori-
zonsof our limited imaginations.
Awaken in our souls dangerous
dreamsfor a new tomorrow, and
rekindle in our heartsthe fire of
prophetic enthusiasm. Come
Holy Spirit, whose justice out-
wits international conspiracy;
whose light outshines spiritual
bigotry, whose peace can over-
comethe destructive potential of
warfare, whose promise invigo-
ratesour every effort to createa
new heaven and a new earth,
now and forever. Amen.

When one dreams aone the
dream remains only a dream, but
when many dream the samedream,
they can make the dream aredlity.

Become an active participant
in developing the first university
committed to developing “ profes-
gond lovers’, thet is, to love the
way Jesus loves us with the skills
and commitment to work in ther
rurd communities.

| have come to set the earth
on fireand how | wish it were d

(continued)



Why | am Retiring to Haiti (conclusion)

reedy blazing. Thisisthetime of fulfillment. It isthe right time. The badleig, the new reign of God, isa hand.
Reform your lives. Be reconciled and bdieve in the good news.

Participate in the revolution of love.

Do ordinary thingswith extraordinary love. 1 Cor. 13:4-7: Love s patient and kind, it is not jeal ous or
conceited or proud; love is not ill-mannered or selfish or irritable; love does not keep a record of
wrongs, loveis not happy with evil but is happy with the truth. Love never gives up; and itsfaith, hope

and patience never fails.

“Lovethe Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your
strength. Love your neighbor as yourself.”

Thisisthe Teaching

To practice the teaching, we must first love oursaves, the more we love oursdves the more we can love
our neighbor. The more we love our neighbor, the more we can love God.

A Vison Statement

| am full of loving kindness. | am peaceful and serene. | am heded. | am happy. You are full of loving
kindness. Y ou are peaceful and serene. You are heded. Y ou are happy. We arefull of loving kindness. We are
peaceful and serene. We are hedled. We are happy.

Endulen Diary
Voal. 20, #5
May 2005

Gathering endsin sadness

Bulati isavery, very isolaed
area of the highland region on the
far side of Ngorongoro Crater.
Since it is on the dmogt inacces-
sble Eagtern rim of Mbaka Cra
ter, no outsder ever vists there.
Mbaka is an incredibly beautiful,
wooded crater whose bottom is
entirely taken up with alake popu-
lated the year round with
flamingoes. The Maasai say the
lake is bottomless.

Nearby at Bulati we were in
the midst of a service in our smdl
Maasai Chrigian community. Just
about the time the gifts of bread,
wine, milk and butter were being
brought to the dtar in procession,
we heard the movement of many
people and the sounds of excited
voices outside our mud-walled,
grass-roofed church. Fearing some

calamity was taking place we
stopped our Eucharigtic celebration
and all trooped outside to seewhat
was going on. A young warrior lay
on a roughly-made stretcher of
cow skingtretched acrosssaplings.
About fifty of his age mates stood
around the motionless figure. The
warrior had been gored by a buf-

fao some three hours walk to the
East in the heavily-wooded moun-

tains. He had been on ahoney col-

lection expedition with other young
men and had surprised a bull buf-

fdoinathicket. Giving thewarrior
no chance for retreat, the buffao
charged, hooking his horn through
onesdeof thewarrior' slower ab-

domen and out the other side. A
good portion of hisintestines came
out with the horn. Hours later they
reached Bulati on their expected
two-day trek to the nearest hospi-

ta. Surprisngly enough, hewasdlill

very much dive and even able to
tak, but of course in deep shock
andinalot of pain.

We were in luck having the
jeep there, and after finishing our
service, we put him in the car on
the laps of three of his warrior
friends. The two-hour trip back to
my base outstation here at
Nanokanokawasanightmare. We
traveled dowly, but the* road” isjust
a track through the forest and
acrosstheflatland. Theway isvery
bumpy, pitted with potholes and
srewnwith rock. He groaned con-
gantly a the erratic movements of
the car. Arriving a Nainokanoka,
we cdled the offices of the Con-
servation authority onthecther sde
of Ngorongoro Crater for help.
They sent a Toyota Land Cruiser
fitted out as an ambulance. The
youngwarrior wasdlill ableto spesk
alittleasweloaded himinthe Con-
servaion car somehourslater. The
young man lived for only a short
timeafter findly arriving & the hos-
pita some sx hours later.

(continued)
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Endulen Diary - (continued)

Lekishon tells his story.

My nameis Emanue Lekishon
Shangai. | wasborn at Endulen vil-
lage, but in 1985 we moved to
Alamunyani because of the long
drought that resulted in many of our
cétle dying. | grew up in a poor
family. Our cattle were raided by
the Sukumain 1982. Duetotheloss
of our caitle and the fact that culti-
vation was not alowed in the Con-
servation Authority of
Ngoronogoro, we made the move
to Alamunyani. Therewe cultivated
a sand| plot usng a hand hoe. In
1992 thesmall scdecultivationwas
agan dlowed in the Endulen area
of the Ngorongoro Conservation
Authority, and we moved back to
Endulen and acquired a smdl plot
for cultivation. In 1991 | had been
enrolled in the primary school a
Arash near Alamunyani. These
places are on the North side of the
Serengeti and outside the
Ngorongoro Conservation Author-
ity. In 1994, having completed
grade4, | transferred to the Endulen
primary school where | completed
my primary education in 1997. In
1998, | joined OsotuaPrep School
and began to redlize the possbili-
ties for my life and the importance
of education from Fr. Ned and the
teachersthere. | studied for ayear
a Osotuawhere | got alot of ex-
perience from different teachers,
especidly MwdimuMoingalkayo,
a most kind and knowledgeable
teacher.

In 1999, | got a place at
Kilimanjaro Boys Secondary
School and completed Form IV
there in 2002. When the results
were published | found mysdf on
thelist of thosethat had passed and

been chosentogoonto Form V. |
looked for a scholarship to con-
tinue, but was not successful in get-
tingone. | wentto Mwanzaon Lake
Victoria hoping to find ajob as a
security guard, but the pay offered
was S0 poor that | didn't teke the
job and continued to ook hereand
there for ajob to enable to me to
pay for my continued studies. Noth-
ing materidized, and findly | re-
turned to Endulen very much dis-
couraged. In 2004 Fr. Ned wasin
a pogition to help me again, and |
went back to Kilimanjaro Boysfor
FormV & VI. | an now just be-
ginning Form VI that |1 hope to
completethisyear. My dreamisto
go on to Universty.

| give thanks to al who are
helping meand other Maasai young
people. | want to tell to al Maasai
boys and girls that nothing can be
impossibleintheworld if youwork
hard and don’t give up. . .

- Lekishon Shangai

Endulen Diary
Vol. 20, #6 - June 2005

As we begin the second haf
of 2005, | am happy to report that
our OsotuaMaasai Education Pro-
gram has 38 Maasa girls and 31
Maasal boysin secondary and tech-
nical schools throughout Northern
Tanzania. Also, we will be sending
threeMaasai girlsto begin Teacher
Training College & Tanga on the
25th of July. Another one of our
Osotuagirlswill soon beginathree-
year “Assstant Medica Officer”
program under the auspices of
Salien Lutheran Hospital at
Machame Hospital on Mount
Kilimanjaro.

Panin’sStory . . .

| am Panin Olorpurkoi Kerika,
aMaasal boy of 22 yearsold. My
father who is of the dteritoi age
group (now very old man), married
threewives, andweare 13 children
in my family. | am the third born of
my mother who is the second wife
among thethree. Onewifedied and
the other ran away to leave my fa
ther, and he remained only with my
mother. In 1989 my father was or-
dered by the government to givea
child for school. He was told to
send my older brother. He didn’t
want my brother to go because he
wasthe only one of usof an ageto
herd the family cattle. Ingtead, he
promised the government to give a
child in the coming year. In 1990 |
was taken to school even though |
was very young, so young that |
couldn’t reech my left ear with my
right hand by reaching over my
head. Thisis the traditiond test to
determineif achildisbig enoughto
go to schoal.

In fact it was not the intention
of my father to take me to school,
but rather he was forced to do so
by the government. Always in
Maasailand, in those years, school
was the place to take the children
who were least favored physicaly
or mentaly. Parentsbelieved that a
child taken to school would be lost
to them, dienated from village and
even from Maasa country. They
believed that the child would never
be seen again.

| completed my primary edu-
cation in 1996, and then | stayed
oneyear inour family village home.
During that time my father took me
to a certain group of people who

have power to confuse the brains
(continued)



Endulen Diary - (continued)

of children so that education is hateful to the child, and he or she finds it impossible to learn anything. (These
people are caledirkiporoon.) My father took two of usto those people, the other was abrother who had also
completed primary school. After | observed how the irkiporooni totaly confused the brain of my brother, |
refused to go to them again. Then | decided to go to Osotua Preparatory School where | met other Maasai
boys and girls preparing to go to secondary school. | went to Father Ned, and he allowed meto joinin 1998.
| spent one year, and in 1999 | was chosen to join the Arusha Catholic Seminary. My father refused that | go
to secondary school, but my mother was on my side and advised meto cal together some sympathetic elders.
These men convinced my father to let me continue my education.

In 1999 | started Form | a Arusha Catholic Seminary where | completed in 2002. My results were good
enough to go on to Junior College (Form V & VI), but | could not look for a school because Fr. Ned was
away in the States getting his second hip replacement. | stayed at Osotua Prep School in Endulen and helped
out with theteaching there for the space of ayear. | continued to look for sponsorship to continue at school but
didn’t find anyone to help me.

Immediately after Fr. Ned came back from America |l went to him and first of al | gave him “Pole’ by
giving him a goat as a welcome home gift. | wanted to thank him for helping me until I completed “0” leve
sudies. And after | explained what had happened to me, he agreed to help me again. We gpplied to Kilimanjaro

Boys Secondary School and | was accepted there for FormV & VI. | am now in Form VI and doing well.
My advice to other Maasai boys and girls who find their desire for an education blocked by family and

othersisnot to give up. You will succeedintheend. . .

Panin Olorpurkoi

Till next month,

Ned

e ¥V EA
CD{ = /\4‘%
@Catholic Church Youth Hostel'?_';\
P.O. Box 41

June 30, 2005 Yabello, Ethiopia
Dear Friends,

JilaGuddo isaBoranaexpresson
meaning “specid event” . . . There
are afew of those on the horizon
this summer!

Today | am traveling to Addis
Ababa to meet my provincid su-
perior from the United States, Fa-
ther Jeff Duaime. HE's making his
firg trip to Africato vigt Ethiopia,
Tanzania and South Africa; all
places where American Spiritans
are working. As | think about it |
am asking, “What will he see in
Ethiopia different from the United
States?’ After thirty-eight yearson
the continent my vison may be a
bit clouded and not in tune with a
firg-time vigtor'sview.

Ethiopia is mentioned in offi-
cid lists as the poorest or the sec-
ond poorest country in the world,
depending on whose list you're
looking at. So Fr. JEff will see un-
ending beggarsin Addis Ababaand
in any town we may vigt on the
roadto Y abdlo. Itisardigiousduty
promoted by both the Coptic Or-
thodox Church andtheModemre-
ligion to help the poor. These are
the two mgor religionsin Ethiopia.
There are many truly poor people
here, but also quite afew who have
learned to use the “ charity” system
to get something for themsalves. So
people asking for handoutsareend-
lessin AddisAbabaor in any other
town onevigts. Much of the hous-

ing matches the poverty of the
people. Small corrugated houses
arevery common. Wha wewill dso
experience a this time of the year
in Addis Ababa is daily rain. It is
therainy season for that part of the
country. Therain is necessary and
welcome. But at an dtitude of over
onemileit makesfor very cool days
and uncomfortable nightsif onehas
to be outside.
| don’t know thefiguresfor the
unemployment ratein Ethiopia, but
it must be at least 25%. Compared
to 6 or 7% in the United States,
25% is high. At any dtreet corner
and any other place where people
can gather, men and boys from
teenagers to older men will be
(continued)
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gtanding around with nothing to do.
Ethiopiais primarily an agriculturd
country. Thereisvery littleindustry
to give employment to the thou-
sands of people who could work
but can't find a place to do that.
The women and girls, by the way,
are not visble. They stay a home
or are involved for some hours of
the day waiting for water a thefew
available water outlets or doing
whatever work thereisinthehouse.
I’mtalking about the capital, Addis
Ababa In the smdler towns like
Yabelo the women and girls will
aso spend part of the day collect-
ing firewood for cooking the food
or just keeping the house warm.

Addis Ababaliesat an dtitude
of 8,600 feet above sea leve. As
you leave Addis Ababa and drive
south the road gradually drops
lower in altitude. The town of
Awassa, which is half-way to
Y abello and aso where our bishop
lives, is around 6,000 feet above
sea leve. All dong that 190 miles
of country at this time of the year
peoplewill be harvesting their corn
or weeding thefiddsof teff. Teff is
the most common grain grown in
Ethiopia and is used to make the
maost common food of the country,
enjera. Enjera resembles a soft
piecrust. It can be rolled when
served for food and is eaten by
bresking pieces off and dipping it
in a soup made of either mesat or
vegetables.

By the time we reach Y abdlo,
385 milesfrom AddisAbaba, we'll
be at a comfortable altitude of
5,400 feet above sealeve. Thecli-
mate is different, the countrysideis
aso different. Dry country specid-

izesin producing thorn trees, mostly
acacia. Maybe that' s nature’ s way
of presarving thetreesfromanimas
that might eat them. Thethornsare
ared inconvenience for car tires,
but the trees are picturesgue stand-
ing in the plains surrounded by
grass expedidly if thegrassisgreen,
asitisthis month.

Two hundred milesto the north
thereis corn, coffee and teff in the
fields. Around Y abdlothereisonly
grassfor the cattle, goatsand cam-
els. It'stoo dry most yearsfor any
gardens. Theralling countryside is
beautiful, but while we re traveling
on theroad we haveto beready to
stop at any time for the cattle and
goats that the boys invariably heed
near the road. | often ask mysdlf
what the animals et on the paved
road. But they do seemto spend a
lot of time on theroad. Unlessthey
only go there when they hear acar
coming, which | don't think isquite
true.

Another thing Fr. Jeff may see
on this trip, which isn't dways the
case, arethenumber of soldiersand
police dong the roads, especiadly
around Addis Ababa. Last month
there were eections for the parlia-
ment in Ethiopia. Many people ac-
cused theincumbent government of
dishonesty during the elections.
There have been demondrationsin
the cities. Many people have been
arrested, epecidly university stu-
dents. It seemsthat the government
isafraid of anyonewho hasan edu-
cation. That's not too surprising,
snce most people in the govern-
ment were guerilla fighters in the
mountains until they took over the

government in a coup eeven years
ago. Not too many highly-educated
people among guerilla fighters.
Since the eections I’ ve heard that
there are many soldiers and police
vighle in the cities. | haven't been
theremysdf to seethem. Yabdlois
too smdl to worry about, and the
people here are more interested in
getting food to eat. They aren’'t too
interested in politics We red| wait-
ing to ssewhenthetensonwill ease
up.

Enough about the coming
week. Now I’ dIketo mentionwhat
Il be doing for therest of thesum-
mer. Thisweek the lagt of the u-
dents will leave the hostd and go
to ther families. Tha will mean a
vacaion of sortsfor me aswell as
for them. Then on August 2nd, Ill
fly totheUnited Statesfor amonth’s
break to celebrate my sister’s
golden anniversary n religious life.
S. Theresaand | haven't actudly
seen too much of each other over
thosefifty years. She spent sixteen
of them in Puerto Rico, and I've
beenin Africamod of thetime. But
fifty years of dedicated service
should be celebrated, and I'm
happy to be part of whatever that
means for her.

In conclusion I'd just like to
sy that | hope you al will remem-
ber the Borana and me during the
summer months and continue to
pray for them and me. And | look
forward to seeing those of you | can
during the month of Augus.

Sncedy,

Father Vincent Stegman



